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4 Town Of&cers for 1888.

Moderator,

V JOSEPH A. HOBBS

Town Clerk. a O /\
J. A.

RcUctmen, ^s-seesors and Overseers of the Toor,

FliANK W. BLAISDEEL, JOHN HARPER,
J. E. CHADBOURNE. , ^

Treasurer,

RUEL W. RICKER. ^ ,
' -7'^'

'Agent,

CHARLES KNIGHTS.

//.
Aiijiercisor ofSchools,

OEORGE h. smith.

A

Collector and Constable,

BUTLER LIBB\\

Afjent on Town Farm.

DARLIN„P, KNIGHTS.

Andlior,

'J.. F., LORD.

C-

•>
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OVERSEERS OF THE POOR.

We, the undersigned, Selectmen, Assessors and overseers of the
Poor, herewith submit our annual report foi* tlic municipal year
beginning March 1st, 1888. and ending February 28th, 1880.

VALUATION OF THE TOWN FOR THE YEAR 1888.

Resident Real Estate, S13S,G40 00

Non resident Real Estate, 48,078 00

Total Real Estate, ^181,718 00

Resident Personal Estate, S2.o,278 00
Non-resident Personal Estate, 13o 00

Total Personal Estate, $25,413 GO

Total Valuation of Estates for 1888, $207,131 00

No, of Polls, 331; at $2.00, G62 00
Money tax cast at 3 cents on a dollar.

Highway tax cast at 11 mills.

APPROPRIATIONS FOR 1888.

State Tax, $1,03138
County Tax, " 455 34

Town Bonds, 2,000 00
Interest, 600 GO
Town Schools, 1,185 60
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Support of Poor,

Incidentals,

Bridges,
J. W. Brown Post,
Overlay on money tax, - . . -

Total appropriations.

Highway tax, Summer,

" Winter,

Overlay on Highway Tax,

Total Highway Tax,

DISBURSEMENTS.

Whole number of orders drawn 2fi; amounting to
Order No. 1.— John W. Brown Post, G. A. R.

ToJohnF. Lord, Quartermaster,

Order No. 2. Town Bonds and Interest.
Town Bonds June 1st, 1888,
Interest " " "

December " "

Order No. 3. Discount on Taxes.
To Butler Libby Collector, 1888, "
Order No. 4.— Expense incured for Newcomb family.
N. C. Goodwin, for board of John D. Newcomb, $2100
W. J. Downs, Medical Supplies furnished J. D. Newcomb, 4 10

8 GOO 00

650 00

20000

50 00

103 60

? 0,875 92

81,500
1,000

109 44

2,609 44

88,923 39

8 50 00

82,000 00

360 00

300 00

82,660 00

8110 09
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J- N. Plaistofl, 3leilicalattendance to Mrs. Maty • i
Newcomb, 46 OO

J- H. Cliase, Supplies furnished ]Mary Newcomb, 56 71

6129 81

Order No. 5. E.vpcnse of Poor on Town Farm to
March 1, 1889.

^^athan Graftam, Blacksmith work, 1887, $ 6 13
J- H. Chase, goods to Town Farm from Oct. 1, 1887,

to April 1, 1888, * 133 98
O- P. Knights, Agent onTown Farmfrom Oct. 1. 1887,

to Aprill, 1888, 100 00
O. P. Knights, Agent on Town Farm from April I, 1888,

to Oct. 1. 18S8, • 100 00

J- H. Ohasc, goods to Town farm from April 1, 1888,
to Oct. 1, 1888, 108 78

Bnberts Bros., goods to Town farm, 53 44
0. S Oarll, " " ^56

S. Jordan " " " " (li^87) . 22 20

0. M. Hartford, Plastering at Town farm, 2 50

So41 59

OrderNo. 6.— Expense of Poor offTown Farm to
JIarcli 1, 1889.

J. T. G. Emery, Medical Services to Thomas Hanscom,
in 1887, ^!3 50

Roberts Bro.s., to goods furnished B. F. Durgin's
family 1887, 30 19

Town of Cornisli, to aid rendered Mary Hoyt, 5 00
Swett Bros., wood furnished B. F. Durgin's family, 2 50
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F. A. South^vick, Medical Services to Alphonso Henderson, 32 00
Roberts Bros., goods furnished " • " 23 15
J. H. Chase, goods furnished Samuel Tredwell, 25 05

1 1—
'

CO CD CD

RobertsBros.,goodsto
ThomasHanscom,

1̂7
90

C.S.Carll,
supplies
toMrs.

George
Jellison,
4727

JohnBaker,
lodging
tramps,

400

823408

OrderNo.7.Highivay
Billsprior
toMarchIst,cc 00 CO

SethS.Carll,
breaking
road,
720

JamesMills,""
850

J.W.&Ama'saBoss,breaking
Portland
road, 10
00

Wm.P.Chadbourne."
""1600 AlbionFluent,Cutting

bushes,
150

J.E.Brown,
Laborwith
Road

Machine,
000 ShermanYoung,

breaking
NewRoad, 1
81 FrankS.Libby,

laboron"" 750 Lawson0.Smith,
Labor,
225

S.A.Knights,
laborandmaterial,
775 C.H.Pitts,breaking

road,
,600 R-B.Carpenter,breaking

road.
225 AbramJellison,

laboronroadandmoving
fence. 400 SethLittlefield,

labor1886,
700 FrankWilliams,

"'• 255
J-T.
Scribner,
" 375

SethWalker.
" 1200

M.G.Haley,
" 225

H.E.
Carpenter,
" 600
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Farnsworth Durgin, labor in 1886, $ 1 50

g!115 81

Order No. 8. Highway bills of 1888.

0. H. Jellison, breaking New road, $ 8 00
B. F. Davis, " " 12 00
Stephen Chick, " " " 10-5
Frank S. Libby, " " COO
J. T. Scribner, » « u (j qq

Will II. Webber, breaking roads, 2 50
R. B. Carpenter, " " 11 00
Fred B.York, " 4 50

Howard Chase. " " 2 25

.J.H.Pitts, » 5 25

.Tore II. Anderson, breaking Stage road near
Edgeconib's bridge, 8 CO

E. T. Flood, breaking road, 9 00
Frank Williams, breaking road, 3 00
Simon Knights, IMoney paid for breakingstage road, 6 50
Nathaniel Knights, work on stage road, 4 00
Herbert E. Carpenter, work on stage road, 4 00
Charles F. Chase, labor on road, 4 00

Frank E- H^ilton, 10 62

George C. Dolly, Labor, 1 45
C. C. Andrews, " 5 00
Jason E. Brown, " on Portland road, 13 50

J.C.Roberts, " " road, 1250
John C. Chick, " '*• New road, 4 00
Sherman Young, " '* 12 00
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C. C. Hamibm, labor on newroad,
F. W. Blaisdell, "
Lovi Robinson "

R. B. Carpenter, "
H. B. Libby, "

Order No. 0. Bridges, 1888.
David Russell, bridge plank,
George 11. Emery, plank and labor,
0. W. Smith, bridge plank,
J. H. Chase, stringers and bridge plank,
Estate of11. P. Thing, bridge plank,
Abram Jellerson, bridge plank,
Joseph Chadbourne, " "
Fred E. York, plank and labor, 1887,
J. L. Chadbourne, bridge plank, 1888,
H. P. Thing, plank and labor, 188G-7,

Order No. 10.— Abatement to J. 0. Roberts, Collector
of taxes for the year 188G.

Wm. 11. Johnson, error,

Howard Deering, "
Richard Bailey, away,
Wm. Gorman, balance,
p. W. Hubbard, away.
Will Henderson, "

John Spencer, poor,

poll,

11 7o

I 50

300

1 20

g 180 97

$ 15 99

18 60

57 50

13 49

5 17

1 14

23 50

3 87

10 50

12 67

S162 48

S200

200

2 00

1 50

200

2 00

2 00
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J. C. Batchelder, uncollectable, $ 2 70

gamuel Ricker, " -t. i 4-33
A. F. McKenney, " : 2 43
David Kimball, " 147

Mrs. Eunice Pike, poor, 83
I. P. Hamilton, away, Poll, 2 00
Charles L. Chase, underage, " 2 00
Will E. Storer, uncollectable, " 3 33

•$32 63

Order No. 11.— Abatement t<j J. C. Roberts. Collector
of taxes for the year 1887.

Noah Robinson, error, $ 1 73
Charles Berry, " 1 03
J. C. Batchelder, uncollectable, 4 08

Samuel H. Carll, away, 3 28
Henry Bean Jr., '• 3 00
Isreal Day Jr., lame, 2 00
B. F. Durgin, uncollectable, 5 20
VVm. Gorman, away, 3 4-4
Will E. Dorr, " Poll, 2 00

Howard S. Deering, " 2 00
Howard Henderson, " <•.* 2 00
Fred Hamilton, '• . 2 00

I.P.Hamilton, " ' '200

Gco. C. Merriman, " "300

Geo. E. Thing, " " 2 00
Wesley Temple, dead, 2 00
Henry Johnson, poor, 2 64
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Eunice Pike, Poor,
Will E. Storer, " 1 28

844:87

Order No. 12. Board of Health.

E. E. Langley, Services from Apr. 1887, to Feb. 1888, g S75
Order No. 1;]. Expense with road Machine.
Creorge W. Tibbetts, use of road Machine lYi days. 8 37 50
Order No 14. School Bills of 1888, as per Treasurer's record.
District No. 1, Frank S. Libby, Agent, 8 104 50

it

" 3, Frank Kimball U 00 75
i.'

" 4, Daniel A. Hobbs, 108 04
(( " 0, Levi Thing, •( 71 60
(( 6, Eugene Walker, a 76 15
u

" 7, J. L. Chadboume. 313 20
u " 8, J. M. Harper, 24 00
tk

" i),B. L. Cluff, ii 205 15
(t

" 10. J. S. Carll, u 281 37
(. 12, C. K- Carll, Ki 111 00

" 14, D. P. Knights, U . 51 25
(I 15, C. H. Cook, a 400
ii " 16, Warren Goodwin, 105 23

81,720 74

Order No. 15. Highway Surveyors' Bills for 1886, S123 42

Order No. 16. " u " 1,887, S 1,236 87

Order No. 17. " " " 1888, g77 41
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Order No. 18. Abatement to I. N. Deering by authority
of vote of bjwn. Scliool district tax of 1870, $ 15 44

Order No. 19. Abatement to J. C. Roberts Collector of
taxes for 1885, by authority of vote of town.

Samuel Cluflf, (heii-s) returned highway, iS5 71
Bickford L. Cluft', " 90

W. J. Downs, " » 2 37
A- F. McKenney, ^ u . i , 1,75
Timothy Woodard, " " , , 3 63

' ,.. ,; S 14 36
Order No. 20. Abatement to Treasurer by authority

of vote of town, of non-resident and owners unknown,
taxes for 1883 and 1884.

Samuel Roberts, (heirs) 1883, $'S 40
Oliver Hamilton, " 1140
Noah Randall, " 8 75

C. W. McKenney, •' • -' 824
Ira T. Drew, " • • • •' li'i., i; 5 32

Benj. Durgin, - i d' 6 10
Amos Felch, 1884, •• 7 45

John H. Woodsome, " ' lli.ihiM/l 8 73
Mrs. John Sinclair, ,'! •• '• 53

G. W. McKenney, '• • 38 01
Daniel Edgecorab, - 2 15
John Davis, ' 82

Geo. S- Durgin, (heirs) 6 60

Littlefield & Thing, 5 00
Co., « • 1 65
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Jamin Seavcy, 1884, ,., f' ^
Edmund Wan-en, i -f' '
Oliver Hamilton, " ., > ? 1/ <' "
n ^ '••' ii - ^ ' "3 Ufii.i >*w/.Owners Unknown, " , ,
John H. Anderson, t , • ^

" .4 .. •• .•ui...-.I i-.innv/i •'2 00

Ehilip Brown, " - .
, " ' Pofl. 2 00

J. C. Batchelder, •' *, 182
Samuel H. Carll, " 17 30

" u u Poll. 2 CO

Charles Berry, " - ^ "20(3
Joseph Durgin, •' ' ' " 2 00
Benj. Durgin, " ' '"oi o-.i . ' . 3 2~>
Benj. F. Durgin, ''

Anthony Gerry,
Poll. . 2 (XI

Poll. 2 00

B. F. Gowen, 4 62

Jason Hamilton, (heirs) '' --Ol
M. G. Haley, 8 (X)

Poll, 2 00

Harmon C. Kimball, 1884, 4 29

a u

Eliza Laurell, " 2 27
Poll, 2 00

Daniel Laurell, " 100

Stillman Maddox, " 0 80
Poll, 2 00

8 200 32
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Order No. 21. Amount of tax deed and taxes on same prior "
to 1885. Abated by authority of vote of town 1888.

David Kimball, $ 32 13

J. W. Holland, 26 51

David Carpenter, <> 70
Alfred Hill, 4 21

Richard Palmer, (heirs) 85 40
J. M. Mason or owner, 5<) 35

R. p. Tebbotts, 48 !)2

Otis Gilpatrick, 10 67

J. M. Jellison, 5 77

Joseph G. Day, 3 07'
J. H. Anderson, 5 08

Benj. F. Durgin, 5 08

$ 292 89

Order No. 22. Abatement to J. C. Roberts, Collector,
by authorit}' of vote of town, 1888.

Charitj' Clark, tax of 1885, § 7 20

" " I88t), 9 24

" 1887, 9 24

I. L. Walker, " " 1885, 7 20

'• " 1880, 8 67

1887, . '817

$49 72
Order No. 23. Abatement to R. W. Rickei^ Treasurer,

for 1886-7,

Mrs. John Sinclair, 1886, 69



(14)

Frank Rnssell.
Richard ^[addox.
John T. Littlefield, "
Mrs. Jolin Sinclair, 1887
Richard Maddox, "
John T. Littlefield, ' "

Order No. •24-. , Incidental Expenses.

Charles Knights, cave of Town house in 1887, ^ 'In
Sanborn Rros-, Printing Town reports of 1887, an
-Highway tax receipts and Teachers'certificates, • oyr
Collector's receipts and hand bills, ^^
As3e3sor.s' notices, ,J. ^
Oilbert Hasty, insuring Tosvn buildings,
Ceo. P. Chase, School guardian, 1887, , "
Frank H. Hobbs, books furnished, 188(i-7,
John Harper, Auditing accounts. 188(1, *'

" '• 1887, • '

F. A. Eragdon, M. D., Damage and costs, ' lo (ID
H. rV. Small. A-dvertising taxes of 1887, D
Sanborn Bros., Printing Treasurer's receipts, ' *'
d•M. Loavitt, recording tax ilceds, i
J- A. llobbs, services as Constable,- 1888, d
"• " School guardian. 1888, DDO

... • 1887, o(.K>

J. C. Roberts, Collector, 1887, ^ 188 011
" '• Services as Constable, Postage and Stationery, 1000

F. \V. Blaisdell, Postage and Stationery, 4 00
" " Town books furnished, 12 DO
Alvah Bagley, repairing damages onWni. H.

Hradeen's wagon, ^
F. \V. Blaisdell, services asSelectman, Assessor and

Overseer ofPoor, OO
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John Harper, services as Selectman, Assessor and
Overseer of Poor, $ 54: 00

J. L. Ohadbourne, services as Selectman, Assessor and
Overseer of Poor, 55 00

B. W. Bicker, Treasurer, 40 0')
" " " Postage and Stationery, 4 0i»
'• " " Deficiency, interest on town bonds, 21 0 >

§ 5{i3 50

Order No- 25. School District No. 5.

Special tax for repairing School house, $ 2500
Order No.26. School District No. 4.
Special tax for repairing School house, 230 03

TOWN FARM, MARCH 1, ISSn.

1 yoke oxen, 4 cows, 1 two year old lieifer, 1 year old heifer, 2
shoats, 35 bushels potatoes, 10 bushels corn on cob, 1 bushel
beans, 7 bushels oats, 75 gallons vinegar,-100 pounds pork, 15
licjis. 5 tuns hay, 20 cords of wood at door.

Cr,

By produce as per J. It. Chase's Store book, g (11 71
" Ciish to Treasurer, boot between Oxen, 30 oo

NUMBER OF INMATES 0, VIZ:
Noah Deshon, age 33 ; Thomas Webster, 77 ; John Taylor, S(t;
Samuel Treadwell, (>7 ; Mrs. S. Treadwell, 55; Mrs. Silas Brown,

83, Mary Iloyt, Betsy Chick, Lydia Williams, last three ages
not known.

F. W. BLAISDELL, ) Selectmen
^ JOHN HARPER, V of

J. L. CHADBOURNE, ( Waterboro'.



Treasurer's Report,

Resources in Treasury March 1, 1838, $7,083 10
Total receipts for the 5'ear ending Mar. 1,1889, 0.085 8o

$17,073 05

DISBURSEMENTS.

Total amount of Town orders paid, S8,023 30 ,
Resources ofTown March 1, 1880, 8,150 56

- $17,073 05

Dr,

To balance in TrWry March 1, 188B, &̂
" received State School fund of " $601 01
" " commitment of taxes to Butler

Libby, 1888, 7,908 64
commitment of taxes to Butler Libby,
School District No. 4, 313 93

" commitment of taxes to Butler Libby,
School District No. 5, 52 27

" D. P. Knights, difference between
oxen on Town Farm, 30 00

$ 9,085 85

$17,073 95

Cr,
Ry paid Town orders, $8,923 39

I
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Rksdcuces.

JJy clue from J. C. Roberts, Collector, 18H7, 07
" •'Butler Libby. " 1888, 0,8414^5

" •' " " " School Dist. No. 4, loO 88
' m \ti. 'iu;- , -727 27''

„ '• Town of Harrison,-expeiase of '

— ' Newcomb Family, , '7' 129 81
' " ' " Tax deeds and taxes prior to. 188i>, 10123 ^ ^
'» "• "• -'forl8Sn-6, ' ' ' 78 99 '

^vr Noh resident taxes of 1887, ,, : . 84 79
To balance. iiflH'179 07

§8,150 o(>

»I

! §17,073 95

Amount of bonded debt of town after paying
appropriations, of 1888,, ' §8,000 (X>

R W. RICKER, Theasuueh.

VV atkiujoko, Makoii 1, 1889.

I hereby certif}' that I have examined the foregoing report and
find it correct.

JOHN F. LORD, Aunnoii.

4



ACCOUNT WITH THK SEVERAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS

For the year ending March 1st, 1880.

Aint. due Dist.

Disf. No. March 1, 1888.

Amt. Approp'd

Dist. for 1888. Ami. paid.

Anit. due Dis.

March 1, 1880.

1 8107 30 8186 03 8194 50 898 83
8 77, 0(5 82 55 90 75 68 86

4 31 63 124 94 108 04 48 53

5 30 42 87 01 71 60 45 83

6 31 77 82 70 76 15 38 32

7 164 76 183 26 313 20 34 82

8 108 24 38 16 24 50 121 90
0 200 34

u for tuition 4 50 205 15 ov'dr'n 31
10 162 07 306 87 281 37 278 47
12 34 04 186 03 111 00 109 97

14 14 03 81 66 51 25 44 44
1.5 76 GO 26 72 4 00 99 32

16 ov'dr'n 21 195 57 195 23 34
B. Scribiicr 4 77 4 77

8839 72 8 1,881 11 8 1,726 74 8 004 40



Report of the

Supervisor of Schools.
DISTIUCT No. 1.— Fkaxk S. Linnv, Agent.

Spring tenu was tmight by Miss Alice Lane of Limerick. Visit
ed the school at both its opening and close. A good degree of
interest was maintained throughout, and the examination at the
close was satisfactory. Fall term was taught by Miss Estelhi Deer-
ing, SI teacher of considerable experience. The progre.s.s and
general management of the school were up to the average.

Winter term was taught by John F. Mann of Sliaplcigh. The
regular attendance was not what it should have been, but the ex

amination at the close showed that there had been an earnest and

fj},ithfnl work on the part of the teacher.

District; No. 3.—Filvnk Kimball, Agent.

Spring and Fall terms were taught by Miss Maud Smith of this

town. Tins school, although composed of small scholars, made
good advancement.

DisTJticT No. 4.—D.iniel Houbs, Agent.

Summerand Winter terms wore taught by Miss Frances M.
Mamiltoii, a faithful and intelligent teacher. The scholars made
good progress in their studies. The general management of the
school was perfectly satisfactory.
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DlSTItlOT K0..5.—Lkvi TlIIKti, Ar.KXT.

In 5.Listnct there ^veve two term, of sclmol, and both wore
tiiught by Miss Lettie Wormwood of Lmicrick. ^isited ciu
twice and found agood degree of interest manifested. a-' P
ed to see the high average of attendance throughout both tei

Distoict No. 6.—Eugene Wai.keu, Agent.
In this district there liavc been two terms of school, and

were taught by Miss Ida Gray of Limerick. Both teacher and schol
ars were .interested in. their work, and the exuminalioii. cxcn ise.
were satisfactory.

District No. 7-—J- E. Ciiadboubne, A(.ent.

There have been three terms of school in this district during the
year. The first two were tanght by Miss Ella Deering,. a cainible
and successful teacher. Visited each term twice. Excellent order
was maintained throughout both terms, and the examiimtions at
tin. close showed that thorough and rapid progress had been made.

Winter term was taught by Geo. N. Brock, a teacher of excel
lent abilities. Visited the term atboth the opening and close. The
best oforder was maintained, and at the close the examination gave
satisfaction.

District No. 9.—BiCKroun Cluee, Agent.

There have been two terms ofschool m this di.stnct during the
year. Spring term was taught by Miss Rosa Emery, a young huly
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oftio previous experience in tejicliing. Visited the school at the
commencement and close. The order was not at allwhat it should
have been, but the examination at the close was fair.

Winter term was under the instruction of Frank H. Hobbs. At
my first visit the school was noisy, and the general order poor.
At the close there was a good degree of interest manifested, and the
order was good. The examination was satisfactory.

Distuict No. 10.—J. S. Cajill, Agent.

In this district there have been three terms of school. The
Spring and Fall terms were taught by Miss Imogeue R. Hamilton,

an experienced and faithful teacher. Visited each term at both the
opening and close, and found agood degree of interest. Good order
was mlintaiucd throughout both terms. The Bcholars made excel
lent progress, aud the examination at the close showed that an
earnest and faithful work had been done.

A third term isnow in session under the instruction of Arthur
J Roberts, a young teacher of excellent abilities. 1lie prospects
under which the term opened wei-e very pleasing.

Distuict No. 12.—Chaules Iv. Gakli., Agent.

Spring term was taught by Mr. John F. Lord, a teacher of many
years' experience. When I first visited the school the order was
poor and there was a lack of interest on the part of the scholars.
At the close there was a better degree of interest, and the order
much improved, but the examination was not up to the average.

Fall term was in charge of ]\Iis3 Klla Deering. I'he teacher
labored earnestly for the advancement of her pupils, but yet the ex
amination was not what it ought to have been.
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,The scIiooIh in this district during the past year liave been (aught
by Miss Lizzie Sawyer of Limerick. It is .sufhcieiit to say tliat the.
school did good work under lier histnietion.

Distiuct No. IC.—^^Vakken Goodwin, Aoent.

Spring term was taught by Miss Sadie Kimball of Wells. Tlie

teacher labored hard for (lie advancement of lier pupils, and good
progress was the result.

Winter term, Edward C. Clark, teacher. The indications at the

commencement were favorable for a profitable term. As no notice
of the time of closing was i-eceived, am unable to make further re

port.

GENERAL MA'J 'Ll^RvS.

The following report of the cnnditlon of the schools in town is

respectfully .submitted. Careful attenii-m is asked to tiie following
points in the line of improvenient/j.

One great obstacle in the way oflhe best rc.sult.s is the old district
system, which throws only a part of the respon.sibility of the .scliools

upon the supervisor, where it would properly belong if the hiring
power of tlie teacher were ve.stcd in the Supervisor, and not in

Agents, who, from the very nature of things, cannot select a teacher
as well adapted to a .special sciiool, as the Supervisor, who hires all
the teachers and locates them witli reference especially to their qual
ifications for particular di.stricts. Just as it often happens that one

scholar in a school is better than another, so it liappons that one
school ].«, from various circuinstaiiecs, more advanced than another,

and that school should have the advantage of the in.stvuetion of a ju-

'licious and carefiiiiy selected teacher, rather than one selected at
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i'{UKloni, or worse because she is related to the agent's family. The

common sohool system was designed to secure the best instruction to
the greatest number, not to bring a few paltry dollars into this or
that friend's pocket. The town system, if understood, would meet
tlie a])proval of all who are interested in tlio cause of cducutiou. It
is now in successful opei'ation in N. II-, and3Iass., and was the first
system in vogue in all New England. Now under this system each
teaclier would bo engaged hy the supervisor, examined andlocated,
where the best results might be expected from the harmonious con
ditions of a teacher adapted to the work. An old experienced
•teacher would take charge ofa large troublesome school, the inex-
jierienccd young Miss wlio lins just ceased to- be a scholar would
take the small scliool. If things were to go wrong the blame would
come on the .Supervisor, and he, seeing liis mistake in one case would
avoid making another in the same, direction. The advantage ofthe
town system is not confined to instruction alone. As things arc now,
one s(!hool has tliirty weeks during the year, while another only
tlirec miles distant has but eight or ten, simply because there are
fewer pupils ill the district. When the old system is laid aside, as it
(certainly will be in the near future, each child will have an equally
good clumce witli every otiier pupil iu town. It is often difficult
for parents to understand how this result can be secured without an
iulilitional expenditure of moiic}'. The explanation isa simple one and
ofevery day occurance iu ordinary business life. One head is better
tlraii many ; when different individuals arc drawing from a common
fund, each acording to his own notions, and without consulting the
other, one can scarcely expect to find as economical expenditure, as
when one, who understands the end to be attained, manages the fi

nances of the schools. The little school with two or three scholars

would, ofcourse, beclosed, but provision would be made for better
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instruction in a neighboring district. Tlie best argument is in the

fact that the Town system is in successful operation in manystates,
with no disposition to return to the old irregularity which was one
of the inevitable results of the old district system.

The Arithmetics liave been changed, it seems to me, for very
good reasons. The old book was never satisfactory to teachers,

pupils or supervisor. For this reason many different books on the

subject have crept into the schools of the town, often many in one
scliool. Now if there is any evil to be deplored it is too many

classes. How can this be helped where each pupil has a diffcreut

book? Raub's series have becu considered the best for our system
of schools, and have been adopted in many of the neighboring towns
with satisfaction. I do not .say entire satisfaction, for no book can

be that in every particular. Disinterested parties have endorsed it,
and the results secured thus far are entirely satisfactory and have
confirmed the judgment which directed a change. Let each super
visor see tliat the text-books aj-e kept uniform.

Something should be done to relieve the crowded condition of the

school in district No. 10. The place has doubled in size, in busi
ness,and in the number ofscholars withinthe memory of they<jungcst
voter, and yet the school accomodations arc no better, indeed not so
good as they were 15 years ago for the reason that half a certain
number can be instructed mticli belter than double the same number.

Another story should be put on the present school house, the .school
graded, and a man teacher employed to teach the school the year
around. It would cost more of course, but a good education is
valuable anywhere and something which remains longer than any
thing else. If the town were to vote to raise S250. for the

support of a high school, the state would furnish $250. more, mak
ing in all $ 500. A lady teacher could be employed to teach tho



lower seliool for S 7.00 per week, suvln.!]^ S 100 to help sup
port llie .•^eliool up stiiir.s. Now witli thi.s 8000 a good teacher
<-ould be secured the year around, pupils from other parts of the
town ami villugc have three terms of ton weeks each, every year,

Tlii.s extra 8 2o0 would thus do an almost incalculable amount ot
good, not only to the village but to the town, and would be a trifling
exjtense to each individual voter. The non-resident property would
pay one-tliird of this amount, leaving an average to eueli voter
ofless than fitly cents! Let everyone cotisider this matter carefully
and let no petty local jealou.sy come in to defeat so valuable ami
worthy an object as this. There are bright scholars who would
make much ofthemselves if they could have opportunities, wlii«*li
rould be provided with so little trouble and expense. Let each bt;
interested and zealous in tin's matter and it may easily be accom
plished.

The schools in general have been successful and a large amoimt
of-mod work done. Teachers have, on the whole, been interested
ill their work, and most of them have had previous successful ex
perience. Our schools are largely what the teacliers make them ;
Iiow important then it is to secure good teachers ! L-acIi coming
•iiipervisor should have the important studies cai-cftilly taught , foi
example, in teaching reading it is just as important that the child
know wliat the selection mkaxs, as to properly pronounce the uoi d.-.
Writing is important and should never be neglected for asmattei in^
of Khetoric, or something studied for the sake of saying. I stud\
Pliysit^s". The useful practical part of Arithmetic should be Siudi
ed carefully, and explained by the teacher. Have each pupil undei
Ktaiid taxation so well that he may be able to do any oi all the uoik
ifhe were ever called upon to take the place of selectman. Oni
schools have been a large factor in making our countiy what it is

%
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and as such we ought to takea lasting luterest in thi-ni. hot par
ents visit tlio schools; if they haven't time, as many linveii't, let
them manifest an interest by inquiring of the scholars what they
are learning, what studies they like best, what metliods they em
ploy. These filings are trivial to parents, but vital lo the pujiils'
interest. Above all, never condemn a teacher upon the alistraet

testimony of a scholar, remembering that diftcrent persons reach the
same end by different means. Let us be charitable ouc to another

and aim to make our schools the garden where may be cultivated
all that pertains to tme manhood and womanhood.

Uespcctfully submitted,

GKOliOE H. SMITH,

Si'i'Kuvisou UK Scuiotins.
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