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ANNUAL REPORT :
OF THE

Selectmen, Assessors ;
AND !

OVERSEERS OF THE POOR.

We, the undersigned Selectmen, Assessors and Overseers of the
Poor, herewithsubmit our annual report for the municipalyear he-
ginning March 1st, 1880, andending February29th, 1887.

VALUATION OF THE TOWN FOR THE YEAR 1886.

Resident real estate, $ 142,110.00
Residentpersonal estate, 23,738.00

Total resident estate, $ 165,854.00

Non-resident real estate, $ 40,327.00
Non-resident personal estate, 346.00

Total personal estate, $ 40,673.00

Total valuation of estates, S 206,527.00

Number of polls, 340; at$ 2.00, $ 680.00
Tax cast at 33 mills on the dollar.

appropriations.

State tax, $ 1,404.06

County tax, 409.84
Town schools, 1,185.60

Support of poor, 600.00
Incidental expenses, ' . 600.00

K.
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Town Bonds,
2,00U.IX)

Interest on Bonds, 840.00

J. W. Brown Post, 50.00

Highway Tax, ^ 2,500.00

-Bridges, 200.00

Overlay, 273.83

Total, g 10,004.23

Highway tax returned, HloO.bd

DISBURSMENTS.

Whole numberoforders drawn, "21; amounting to g 7,004.12

Order No. 1 — Abatement of taxes- '

Hobhs and RajTUond, on tax of 1884^, 10.00

Munroe Emery, ontax of1884, " .32

Perley D. Anderson, on tax of 1885, .90

Howard L. Thyng, ontax of1885, 5.00

F. P: Johnson, error in Highway Tax returned. 2.16

David Kimball, poll, over 70, 2.00

Levi Hobbs, on taxes of1880-81-82-83, 35.00

HeirsofJoseph Bean, ontax of1886, 4.00-

Elias Vittum, Blind, 3.50

62.88

Order No. 2— School bills paid 1886 asper Treasurer's record.
District No. 1, Seth Carll, Agent, 197.17

" 3, Sherman Young, " 106.25

4, Charles Pitts, " 78.28



Bisfcrict No- 6, William E. Fox, Agent, 103.80
6, Frank H. Hobbs, - " 101-08
7, J. R Chadboume, " 71.75

8, J. M. Harper, " 46.00
0, A. H. Chadboume, -, 132,50

10, P. H. Anderson, " 480.51
12, J. 0. Roberts, " 168.75
14, Barlin P. Knights, " 84.25

15, C. H. Cook. " '̂̂ •90
10, Blbridge Sawyer. " 168.04

Bradford Scribner, toTreasurer, IIolHs, 27.22

$1,837.10

Order No. 3 — New Road from I. C. Smith's to Ross' Corner.

Bills prior to March 1st, 1880.
A. B. Ross and Son, labor, ^ -^*^6

Stephen B. Chick, labor,

Kimball and Smith, labor, -^-66
Stephen Chick, hauling plank,
A. H. Roberts, lahor, 22.75
John Baker, labor, /.88
J. T- Scribner- labor, ' 9-50
Ceorge Brock, labor, 1-^^
Frank S. Libby, labor, 9.25
C. W. Smith, labor,

$60.13
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Order No. 4 — New Road from 1. C. Smith's to Ross' Corner.

Bills of 1886.

Frank S- Libbj, labor,

J. T. Scribner, '•

I. C. Smith, ''

Johi} C, Chick, •'

Ruel W. Ricker, "

B. F. Davis, "

Heirs ofThomas P. Roberts, labor,
J. N. Roberts, labor,

Order No. 5— Roads and bridges.

Bills prior to March 1st. 1886.
H. Guptil, nails for bridges,
Horace P. Thing, bridge plank for 1885,
Joseph A. Hobbs. labor in District No. IS,
Joseph Chase, labor on highway,
S. S. Carll, " "

Charles Carpenter, " " "

SewardDurgin, " •' "

J. C. Batchelder, " " "

Mark Walton, labor on bridge,
P. H. Ricker, labor repairing wash-out,
Will Bradford, labor on bridges.
J. M. Chadboume, bridge plank, 1885,
Nathaniel Gile, labor in Dis. No. 2,

ji 3.35

24.50

33.00

2.00

8.90

5.25

3.00

6.00

86.00

U \

$1.G0

16.90

3.00

2.25

19.81

1.50

1.50

12.50

.50

.88

4.00

28.62

4.80



C. W. Smith, winter taxes of 1884-5 31.08
C. C. Andrews, repairing wash-out, - . 4.50
A. H. Jellison. labor onhighway, 1.23
Jos.epli Chadbounie, bridge plank and labor, 8.10
Joseph A. riobbs, labor in Bist. No. IS. 2.33
Rico Smith, labor on highway 1SS8, ^ 1-50
Nathaniel Bile, labor on highway, 8.17
C. W. Smith, bridge plank and railings, - (>3.20

fe'218.0f>

Order No. 0—Roads and bridges. Bills of 1888.

Charles and Onville Knights, laboron highway,* 11.00
Dennis Jolmson. bridge plank, .5.00

Herbert E. Carpenter, bridge plank and labor on Stimpson's
bridge, 12.00
Horace R. Thing, bridge plank to Oct. Stii, ISSiI, 1G.45
Charles S. Day, labor on iughway, /.50
Joseph Chadbournc, bridge plank, 7.82
Isaiah McLucas, labor on highw'ay, /.50
RuelW. Ricker, repairing wash-out Dist No. 1, '' 3.75
Sherman Young, haulingbridge plank, 2.00

Cyrus Libby, bridge plank, , 0.00
Arthur C. Bradeen, putting up railing near Bdgocomb'.s bridge. 2.50
•T. H. Chase, plank and labor on bridges, 13.53
J. C. Roberts, labor on highway, 3.75

105.49
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Oi'dei' No. 7— Incidental Expenses.

Bills prior to March 1st, 188G.

George"11. Emery, damage to horse, near Ross' Corner, o.QO
R. W. Richer, indorsement ontown order, GD.OO
John Iliiiiscom, printing town reports, I880, » 24(10
Joseph A. Hobbs, services as Truant officer, I880, 4.(jq
Joseph A. riobbs, services in procuring approval of school
ordinances by Judge ofS J Court, yjlO
Alfred F. McKenny, injuries received on highway, . lO.CKJ
Dr. J. T. G. Emery, vaccinating 21(5 persons., oJ.OO
D.1'. L. AV. Lcighton, " • 48 " 12.00
E. B. Hanson, services as Town Agent, 188;"), 2.Go
AVarren C. Downs, services as Auditor, 188d,

Order No. S—iiieidentals of188().

R. AV. Richer,interest onTown order, dated Feb. 24,1880,
F. H. Ilobbs, services as Supervisor 188G,

Joseph L. Smitli, damage tohimselfand team near Cook

plaoc,

Joseph A. Ilobbs, posting truant ordinances and serving
as school guardian, 188(5,

R. AV. Rlckcr, services as Selectman, Assessor and Overseer
of the Poor,

R. AA'". Ricker, postage and stationery,.
Charles TCnights, repairs on Town-house,
McLellan and Moslier, valuation book 188(5,
Joseph C. Roberts, cleaning Towndiouse after JIarch meet
ing 188(5,

J. AA". &J. S. Sauboi-n, printing school ordinances,
J. C. Roberts, services as constable 188(5,

DT.OO

i'(t.00

10.00

O.oo

JO.OO

2.00

7.00

a 17

8.00

5-00

10.00



J. C. Iloberts, collector 1886, discount on taxes paid before

Dec. 1st, 1886 as per vote of Town, , 2-46.33

F. M. Higgins, servicesin sending Calvin Day to Soldiers'
Ilomc, and legal advice, 3.00

K.r. Taplcy, legal advice, * 1.00

George W. Iloberts, services as Selectman, Assessor and
Overseer of Poor, 4a.00

jMcLellan & iMoshcr, book and stationery, 0.50

J. H. Cliasc, services as Selectman, Assessor and

Overseer of tlie Poor, 00.00

J. II. Chase, glass and material to repair Town house, 3.01

J. B. Scribrior, digging pit to bury cattle, 5,00
Prescott Thing, butchering cattle at J. B. Scribner's 3.00
Biddeford Tiihes, advertising non-resident taxes, 13.00

Frank W. Blaisdell, interest on money to pay bond, 24.10
" postage, stationery and blank receipts, 3.75

" u " collecting non-resident taxes, 20.00

.. »• services as Treasurer. 1880-7, 40.00

,$0!)7.04

Order No. 0— Poor on Town Farm.
Bills prior to March 1st, 1880.

J. II. Chase, goods furnished Town Farm from
April 1st, 1885, to April 1st, 1880, 187.15
Darling P. Knights, services on agent on Farm from
Oct. 1st, 1S85, to April 1st, 1886, 100.00

287.15

rifitiifii dUTPffr 111 Maim •

't
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Order No. lo — Poor off To^m farm.

Bills prior to March 1st, 188G.

A. B. Ross avid Son, goods furnished Betsey Chick and Lydia

Williams, . gSS.So

Henry R. Tbin.L:'. wood to Betsey*Chick and Lydia Williams, 2.00

Curtis S. Carll. g-'odsto John Avery, 9.50

Stephen B. Co..I:, wood to Mrs. Chick and Williams, 1.00

11. Guptil, good' to George Jellison from March 12th, 1885,

to Jan. 1st, 18sr,, 23.46

H. M. Littlefielil. wood to Mrs. Cluck and Williams, 1.50

Warren C. Down.-, supplies to George Jellison for Jan. and

Feb. 1886, . 9.43

Order No. H—Poor on Ifarm- Bills of

DivJ. M. Plai-r<'d, Medical attendance to Calvin Day,

J. H. Chase, a'.'"d- from April 1st. to Oct. 1st, 1S.SG,

rGcorgc Milliaiii.-*. two pigs,

Darlin P. Kiiigia.<. .<ervices as Agent from April 1st, to
Oct. 1st, .18S0.

Moves and ^lu-nimii. saAving and planing boards,

Nathan Graffnin. Miicksmitliwork,

Order No. 12—Poor offFarm. Billsofly86.

Curtis S. Carll. g-i^ds toJohn Aveiy,

iV •

$50.74

15.15

161.73

4.00

100.00

.2.00

4.23

$287.11

19.66
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WaiTen 0. Downs, goods, to GeorgeJellison from Mar. 1st,

to Aug. 30th, 1886, 32.67
Warren C. DoAvns, goods to George Jellison from Sept. 1st,

1886, to Feb. 10th, 1887,

Dr. J. A. Southwick, medical attendance to Thomas

Hunseomb,

R. W. Richer, wood for George Jellison,

Order Na 13— John W. Brown Post G. A. R., to

George^. Mills Quartermaster,

Order No. 14— Abatement of taxes to J. 0. Roberts,

Collector, 1885.

Henry Bean, poll, away.

Maurice Boudro, •' "

Frances Bailey, " "

Henry O. Berry " "

Heirs of Thomas Bond, error,

Thatcher Emery, away.

Ivory Grant Jr., "

D. W. Hubbard, "

Wilbur T. Henderson. "

Lovi Jellison, "

Daniel Laurel!, '•

James Lombard, "

Charles G. McKenny, "

Charles Nason, "

82.00

3.00

1.75

g 89.63

50.00

2.00

2.00

2.00

2.00

.36

2.00

2.54

2.00

3.80

3.50

2.00

3.08

2.00

2.54
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Freeman Nason, poor,
John Spenser, poor,
Hiram Thing Jr., away,
Orrin Tuttle, poor,
Frank Temple,
Living Lane, Saco. error,

Elias Vittum, blind,

I. P. Hamilton, away.

Order No. 15 —To J. M. Harper, Collector, 1884.
Ivory Earl, poll, over 70,
David Kimball, "
John Thing, "
George Boothby, away,
Daniel Laurell, "

Stillman Maddox,

Charles E. Libby, highway,
B. P. Hamilton, eiTor,

George Kimball, away.

Oi-der No. IG- To Frank W. Blaisclell, Treasurer,
Abatement on non-resident taxes.

Benjamin Leavitt, error in highway tax,
Silas I. Roberts, ontax deeds,
James Rhodes, poor,
J. C. Batchelder, or owner, on tax of 1884-5,

Order No. 17 To J. B. Scribner, expenses incm*cd
in consequence of the execution of the orders ofthe
Commiasioners on diseased cattle.

2.00

2.00

3.30

2.00

2.00

£).00

3.7S

2.00

$57.00

2.00

k 2-00
2.00

2.00

2.00

2.00

1.50

1.G5

2.a)

S 17.15

5.42

1.58

1.08

12.00

$ 20 08

107,56
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Order No. 18— George P. Chase, Joseph Chase, Alonzo J.
Bradeen, Appraisers of damage at J. B. Scribner's, 24.00

Order No. 10— Town bonds and interest, June 1st, 188G.

Saco National Bank, Town bond, ^ 2,000.00
Interest June 1st, 188G, 480.00

Interest Dec. 1st, 188G, 420.00

Order No. 20— Levi Hobbs, guardian for Will

Clough's boy,

Order No. 21 — For highway tax receipts to March
1st, 188G,

KECAPITULATION.

Incidentals,
Decoration,

Support of poor,
Roads and bridges,
Support of schools.
Town bonds and interest,
Abatements,

Highwa}' tax receipts,

! 2,000.00

$60.00

$ G17.07

i 1,100.70
oO.OO

714.G3

4G9.71

1.837.10

2,000.00
loH.Ol

C17.07

$7,001.12
TOWN PARM MARCH 1st, 1887^

4 cows, 1 pair o.xen, 1 two year old heifer, 20 hens. 2 shoats, u
tons hay, 25 bushels corn on cob, 3 bushels beans, Gbushels oats,
3 bushels barley, 20 lbs. di-ied apples, 200 lbs. pork, 20 bushels
potatoes, 20 lbs. lard, 20 gallons vinegar.
Number of inmates, 5, viz: Thomas Webster, Noah Deshon,
Mary Hoyt, Jolui Taylor, Mrs. Silas Brown.

RUEL W. RICI^R,
J. H. CHASE,
GEO. W. ROBERTS,

Selectmen, Assessors
and Overseers of Poor.



THEiS^SXTRKIl'S REPORT.

RECEIPTS.

Resoxirces in Treasury Marcii 1st, 1S8G, 5,-510.20

Total receipts for the year ending March 1st, 1887, 9.G9G.1G

S15,213.3G

DISBURSEMENTS.

Total amount ofToum orders paid, $ 8,084.12
Resources March 1st, 1887, 7,131.24

S 15,215.36

Dr.

To resources in TreasuryMarch 1st, 1880, B5,519.20

Received State school fund of 1885, G44.23

ofD. P. Knights for pasturing, 14.00

" " A. W. Tucker " " 8.00

" " C. B. Johnson, rent of Brown place, 2.00

Received commitment of taxes to J. C- Roberts

collector, 1886, 8,300.26

Received of J• H. Chase difference between cattle, 7.60

" State pension for Clough boy, 60.00

" State school fund 1886, ^60.17'

B 15,215.36
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Cr.

By paid To^vn order No- 3, 1883,
" " " orders of 1886,

$ 180,

7,904,

By duefi'oni I. N. Deering, school Dist. No. 3,18/9,
" " " J. M. Harper Collector, 1884,

" " " J. 0- Roberts " 1885,

It It tf ti ft « " 1886,

•' tax deeds and taxes on same,

'* •' non-resident taxes prior to 1885,
(I »( u '( " of 1880,

" " State school fund 1886,

«• " State on account of Scribner's cattle,

A. W. Tucker, pastiu-ing,
" " T. S. Batchelder, on note,

" Cash to balance,

00

12

-^8,084.12

15.44

50.42

640.40

3,078.29

426.18

374.74

111.91

660.17

177.24

8.00

30il0

1,058.45

g 10,215.36

Amount of bonded debt of town, after paying
appropriations for 1886, 12,000.00

F. W. BLAISDELL, Treasurer.

Wateuuokou(4]I, Maucii 1st, 1887.

Examined andapproved Feb* 8, 1887.
JOHN HARPER, AuniTou. .



ACCT. WITH THE SEVERAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS,

Eor the 5*ear ending March 1st, 1887.

•ST -pv- . Ami. due Dlst. Amt.,Appr<)p'd Amount paid Bal. due Dist.
• March 1. 188G fa- ISSG. Dist. 18S(). Marclil. 1887

Dis. JNo. 1 §7-8.IG g228.31 §107.17 §10!).30
Dis. No. 3 • 34.U 117.02 10G.20 00.81

Dis. No. 4 1.13 03.13 78.28 10.08

Dis. No. 5 2o.oG 08 GO 103.80 20.42

Dis. No. ( 2f).!)3 104-72 101.08 33.07

Dis. No. 7 fi4.30 IT-LOG 71.70 127.07

Dis. No. 8 ir>7.CG 7i).3G 4G.00 1!)1.02

Dis. No. 3 23.70 1G7.1G 132.00 08.30

Dis. No. 11 220 01 322.^14 • 480.01 08.04

Dis. No. 12 Ov'dr'n 12.40 103.03 1GS.70 Overd'n 0.22
Dis. No. 1-4 14.18 01.GO 84.20 21.03

Dis. No. ir. 70 00 73 48 70.00 73.48
Dis. No. K; 01.80 14G 77 1G8.64 30.02
B. Scribaei ' 13.00 13.03 27.22

g!801.71 niM5.77 §1.837.10 §810.38



EEPOET OF THE

Supervisor of Schools.
Distuict No. 1. Skth Cabll, Agent.

The smnmor and full terms were taught by Miss Lottie Bradford

of Shapleigh. Both terms were very satisfactory, the scholars
acqvuttin<r themselves in such a manuer as to show that the work had
been well done.

The winter term was taught by Frank H. Hobbs of this
town. By his request I visited the school.

The order was very good, and the mode of instruction
was excellent, tending to lead the scholars to think and reason
for tliemselves. The scholars made good progress in their studies,
and both parents and scholars 4re well pleased with the school.

.T. L. Sanborn.

District No. 3, Sherman Young, Agent.

Summer and winter terms were both taught by Miss. Maud
Johnson of this town. This is a very pleasant school, and Miss J
has given perfect satisfaction, her pupils showing more than a com
mon degi-ee of advancement.
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District No. 4, Charles Pitts, Acf.nt.

Summer term was taught by Miss Lizzie E. Moultoii ofLimerich.
Miss Moulton is a graclnntc of Limerick Academy, and tliose wlio
attended her school made good progi-ess in their studies.

Winter term tauglit by Miss Susie Hayes. This is Miss Hayes'
second term in town tliis year. The result ofthis term is but u rep
etition of her former terms.

District No. 5, W. E. Fox, Agent.

This district was again fortunate in securing tlic services of Mis.s
Lizzie Sawyer ofLimerick, to teach both terms.

Ihis school is composed of small scholars, but one thing very
notic^ftble was that the entire school could pass a good examination
in Geography, Grammar, History, Physiology and Arithmetic.

These branches being taught orally, the class was styled the
"bookless" class.

Distiuct No. 6, F. H. IIobbs, Afii-NT.

Summer tenn was commenced by Miss Lillian Libby of tliis town,
but on account of sickness was obliged to leave the school at the close
ol the second week. Miss L has taught this school before, and al
ways gave good .satisfaction. Tlic term was finished very satisfact
orily by Miss Flora Boothby of Limerick. . '

Winter term was taught by LillaA. Abbott of this town. Mrs.
Abbott has always met withsuccess in this and other towns where
.she has taught; and this proved like her former terms, very success
ful.

District No. 7, J. Frank CiiAnnouKNE, Agent.

Summer tei-m was taught by Miss Mary Chase of this town. Miss
Chase is one of those teachers v/ho can always find something to do,
and is willing to do it. This never fails to make a school a success.

V (s\
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Winter term wts taught by Nathan Clougli of this torni. Was
A-ery favorably impressocl with the school at the commencement; be
ing unable to visit it at its close, I am not prepared to state tlie dc-
irree ofadvancement attained. Jlr. Clough taught here last year.,
and gave, as I have ascertained, perfect satisfaction. So I have no
iiesitancy in judging that this term was equally as satisfactory to
botii pupils and pai'ents.

DisTitiCT No. 9, A. i-I. CiiAUROuiiKi-:, Agkst.
Spring and fall terms avcvc taught by Miss Hattie IMouIton of

Tdmington. Visited each term twice. The advancement was A-ery
.mod, mid I think Uiis Mwas liked by both parents and scholars.

Winter term was taught by E. C- Clark. This was his iirst at
tempt at teaching. "He tried hard for the advancement ofhis school,
and his labors Avere rewarded AVitli success.

Distkict No. 10, P. H- ANOiiiiSOS, Agent.

Sprin.r term was taught by Miss Cora Smith of this town. Miss
Smith is^i graduate of Limerick Academy, and her educational a-
hility is unquestionable. There was some fault found with the ol
der, but when we remember that tliere were forty-nine names reg
istered, the average atteiidanee forty-one, and tlie ages ot the
scholars ranging from four to fifteen yeaus, we can very road.ly sec
that the amount oflabor required ofthe teacher must be very gre.at.

Fall term ofeight weeks was commenced by Mrs. Albert Lmigley.
After teaching four weeks, iVIrs. Laugley resigned her position as
teacher, as the labors of the school Averc too great in eonnectuiii with
her domestic duties, and the school was finished by John F. Lord-

of this town.

Winter term was taught by George Davis ofParsonsfield, a teacher
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of oxpcrienco ancl.ability, assisted by Miss Annie Auclcrson of Lim-
ington. Excellent order 1ms been naaiutained, and in t/ie employ
ment oftwo teacliers, the district have made a move in tlie right di
rection, as no teacher aloxe can do justice to themselves or their
pupils.

Distuict No. 12, J. C. Robkkts, Aoext.
• .Spring term was taught by Miss Susie F. Hayes of Limerick.
Ihis is Miss Hayes' second year as teacher of the sunnnor school,
and the result of this term, ashefore m'us satisfactory. '

Winter term was taught by Edgar M. Cliick of Limington.
lliis WHS also Mr. Chick's second year in the school as winter teach
er. \isited the school at the commencement, was not notiiied of the
close, so cannot make a report ofthe progi-ess ofthe school.

District No. Id, D. P. Knioiits, Aoext.
Both terms were taught by Miss Lillian Sawyer. Visited summer

achool atcommencement and close. Was well pleased with the ad
vancement made. I visited the winter school but once, as the term
was hrought suddenly to aclose by the sickness of the teacher, not
giving the agent opportunity to notify your Supervisor.

town.

District No. 15, c. H. Cook, Agent,
This school is now in session, taught hy Miss Mary Chase of this

Distuict No. 16, Elbhidoc Satv,vku, Aci-tNTi
Sltntnter tertn taught by Sliss Nettie V. Johnson. This was Miss

Johnson's first attempt at teaching, hut the school did good work
under her instruction.

- n

'i

.1 f.
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AVititcr term taught by Levi Hobbs of this towu. Mr. Ilobbs is a

teacher of much experience, and is known throughout town as a first

class teaclier, and it is needless to say tliat tiie scliool was a success.

GENERAL REMARKS.

We feel pleased to say that ourschools for tlie pastyearhave been
quite successful, that the class of teachers employed ( although some
of them have been teachers with no former experience ) and the

work done, will compare favorably with that of preceeding years.
Would that we might say more. In teaching, as in all other work,
thi.4 IS, or SHOULD m-:, an age ofprogressiou. It is notenougli thata
teacher may be able to perform the most dithcult problem in arith
metic or algebra, or that he can locate without a moments hesitancy
any city or town, but, having this knowledge, can lie impart it to
otliers in such a manner as to awaken an interest on the part of the

])upil to retain and apply what he has already learned, and a desire
to attain still more. YTake for instance a class beginning the study
ofEnglish Grammar, ranging in age from ten to thirteen years.
It is the hour for recitation. The class reluctantly take their places.
Mechanically the questions arc read from the book by the teacher.

Tlie scholars arc supposed to know the answers given inthe book,
-liint is, to have memorized them. But what do they know of
them? They say they "cannot see any sense in studying grammar"
and who can blame them ? Nothing lias been done to awaken a sin-
<dc ori<vinal idea, and when the class is dismissed the pupil takes his
CO '

seat with a feeling ofrelief. I" a few days the lesson is forgotten.
You may ask, who is to blame and liow sliall we remedy it ? In

answer to the first, I will use this illustration. One of oui- agents

has been fortunate in his selection of teachers, another agent with
intentions equally as good is less fortunate; his scliool is practically
a'lailure.
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Tlic Snpevvisoi- or S. S. committee may well be pleased with one
and displeased with the other, but under the present system he is in
fact powerless. At the commencement of another year a new agent
is chosen, perliaps he has a friend he wishes to aid. It may be the
unsuccessful teacher of the precceding year, and lie not knowing of
the failure of this friend employs him, and the one wholaboredfaith-
fully, and witli success, finds that hislabors ha%'e not been appreciat
ed, and that he must look elsewhere for employment.

Is it any wonder that the teacher who (Lvx make the school a suc

cess, sliould feel tluit it is unnecessary and useless for him to try
and put fortli any extra exertion.

In answer to tlie second^: under our present system itis dillieult
to 3-emedy it. But it may be very mucli improved by the agents be
ing more particular in their clioice of teaeliers, and not think in
hiring a teacher, that no re.sponslbility rests upon the aoknt for the
success of the school.

loo frequently do we finil it the case that the.agents will employ a
teacher at a small salary, tliiuking that they are doing the district
a great favor, as tliey will thus lengthen the terni of school.
Have Ave not all learned by experience that a short term, taught by a
faithful and successful teacher, is of far more benefit than a long one
taught by the elicap, im.successful teaclier.

Benefit might also be derived hy more frequent A-isiting of the
schools by the parents, as this Avould not only encourage the pupils,
and shoAv them that they are interested in them, but Avould in
many instances save the teacher from much censure, as the parent
Avould see that in many cases Avhcre some trouble detrimental to the
success of the school has arisen, the proper place to locate the
blame, and by advice to, or co-operation Avith tlie teacher, make a
success of Avhat Avould othcrAvise be a failiu-c.

I-
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And now aUow me to say to teachers that although oui' state laws
are such as to make it necessary that we teach Physiology in regard
to the use of stimulants and N.utcoTics, we as teachers are in duty
bound to be more faithful in this direction ; for as " The twig is bent
the tree is inclined," and we by teaching ourpupds the danger be
fore they become addicted to the use may save many amother's tears,
and many man from a drunkard s grave.

Our legislature is making strenuous efforts to make the series of
text books universally the same in the state. Not knowing whether
it wiU become a law, I will speak of the matter as it exists in our
to^vn at present. I have found in my visits to the different schools,
two wlio have a tendency to resist the exchange of readers.
As they were not adopted by myself, but by my predecessor, I did
not feel like enforcing the exchange after finding the araouut of
opposition. Thinking perhaps the matter is not thoroughly under
stood, I will explain. Tlie Franklin's Advanced Readers were
adopt'ed for aterm of five years. This means of course the exclusion
ofall others for that length of time, unless otherwise voted by the
toum. After the time ofexchange has expired, if we arc using any
other series than the one adopted, the publishers can oblige us to
remove them from the school and use theirs, thus obliging us to buy
new books instead ofe.xciianging our old ones for them, and by so
doing receive a fair price for our old books. This is the standing of
the iLtter at the present time, and we should all give it due con
sideration, and see ifit would not be for our interest to accept the
exchange, instead of being driven by the publishers to the buying
of new books.

Thanking you for the courteous manner in which I have been
received in my visits tlu-oughout town, and hoping that we may
labor still harder in the future for the advancement ofour schools,
I will subscribe myself

Your -obedient servant,

F. H. HOBBS, Supervisor of Schools.
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